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HAISIITG  0TT3RS  l¥.   CAPTIVITY 

Prepared  in  the  Section  of  3\ir  Resources,  Division 
of  midlife  Research 


In  the  ahsence  of  dependable  experiments  in  iDreeding,  feeding,  and 
handling  otters  in  captivity,  the  problem  of  whether  they  can  he  raised  on  a 
commercial  scale  is  still  to  he  solved.   A  generation  ago  fur  producers 
seemed  optimistic  on  the  future  of  otter  ranching,  though  few  of  the  animals 
that  have  "been  kept  in  confinement  in  zoological  parks  for  exhihition  purposes 
have  produced  young.   Under  exhibition  conditions,  vdth  the  disturhance  caused 
hy  the  presence  of  visitors,  otters  apparently  do  not  have  the  seclusion  they 
require  for  hreeding.   In  the  one  or  tvro  instances  that  young  were  horn  they 
did  not  live  to  maturity.   Perhaps  under  favorahle  surroundings  otters  can 
he  raised  profitably,  "but  prolonged  experiments  must  be  condacted  before  their 
production  in  captivitjr  can  be  recommended  definitely  as  a  promising  industry. 

Traits.--  Otters  are  playful,  docile,  and  intelligent  .  i.'iany  individuals 
held  in  confinement  show  attachment  for  their  keepers  and  come  when  called. 
TJater  is  necessary  for  their  well  being,  as  they  are  perfectly  adapted  for  swim- 
ming, although  they  sometimes  travel  overland  for  considerable  distances- 

-     Food. —  YJild  otters  subsist  mainly  on  fishes,  fross,  crawf ishe^^-  _-2VjX  Slths;^- 
aquaoVc"  creatures.   Vfoen  these  fail  they  sometimes  kill  warm-blooded  animals. 
Young  otters  have  been  raised  in  confinement  on  a  diet  of  milk  and  cornmeal  mush, 
supplemented  by  fish  or  meat  as  they  matured.   A  reliable  source  of  fresh  fish 
obtainable  at  slight  cost  is  essential  to  success  in  raising  otters. 

-Breeding. —  In  the  Northern  States  otters  probably  mate  in  February.   The 


young  are  born  about  two  months  later  and  are  mature  when  one  year  old.  The 
number  in  a  litter  ranges  from  one  to  five. 

Enclosures . — The  size  of  an  otter  yard  should  not  be  less  than  12  by 
20  feet.   It  should  contain  a  pool  of  clear  water  2  or  3  feet  deep,  fed  from  a 
constant  source.   There  should  be  sufficient  dry  land  for  exercise  for  the 
animals  and  for  -olacing  the  den. 


-  over  - 


The   fence  may  "be  tuilt   of  upright  iDoards,    galvanized  sheet   iron,    or 
2-inch  mesh,    14-gage  wire  netting.      Its  height  must  be  3  l/2  feet  greater 
than  the  maximum  depth  of   snovr-      An  inward  horizontal   overhang  of  sheet   iron 
1   foot  wide  must  "be  provided  at   the  top  of  the   fence,    and  the  "bottom  should 
extend  into   the  ground  l-l/s  feet. 

The   den,    2   feet   wide,    2   feet  high,    and  5  or  6   feet   long,    should  "be 
tightly  Duilt   to   exclude  drafts.      The  entrance   should  he  near'the  end  of  one 
of  the   siaes.     Dens    should  he  wholly  within  the   inclosure  and  it   is  imT^ortant 
to^consti^act   them   so   that   they  may  he   opened  from   time  to   time  for  cleaning 
and  disinfection.      ■  .         .  ^ 
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